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tire.    If he consulted his own feelings and honour alone
he would no doubt have resigned his portfolio to-day.

* The French pressed for the signature of St. Julien's
preliminaries, in which case they would not have re-
quired the fortresses. The Emperor states himself to
have yielded the latter point in order to avoid the
former. He states himself to have declared that he
would only treat for peace in concert with His Majesty,
The French negotiator, La Horie, told M. de Lehrbach
on the 19th, and even on the 20th, that His Majesty had
positively refused to treat for an armistice; yet the
contrary was known at Paris on the 7th or 8th, and
the contre-projet must have been there on the 10th.1

6 From the clear demonstration of fraud it results un-
deniably that neither the English nor the Austrian
armistice is binding. . . .

CI have not yet  heard from Mr. Wickham, who

1 A correspondence had been on foot in England with M. Otto, agent
of French prisoners, on the subject of our taking' part in the negotia-
tions for peace in concert with Austria. The French demanded an
armistice with England, which was at first refused; but the French
having declared that the continuation of the armistice on the Continent
depended on His Majesty's agreeing to a maritime armistice, it was
ageeed to purely and solely to save the Emperor from the possible incon-
veniences of a renewal of hostilities at a more disadvantageous moment.

The King's assent to this proposal was known at Paris on the 8th of
September. A project of armistice had been sent from Paris, but so
absurd and unreasonable that it was of course rejected. Lord Grenville's
contre-prqfet arrived at Paris on the 10th; notwithstanding which, the
French who treated with Lehrbach, at only five days' distance from
Paris, told him, on the 19th or 20th September, that the English had
positively refused to treat for an armistice. The Emperor received
accounts of the truth at Lintz on his return to Vienna.